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Abstract  
This paper considers education as a potent force for change in all human endeavour. Be that as 

it may, education plays a vital key role in ensuring sustainable security and economic 

development because it creates a veritable platform for peace that enables wealth creation. On 

this background, the education that engages an individual to acquire mental, physical and 

creative skills is advocated for people to be gainfully employed and self-reliant. It means 

further that many shall be taken away from the job market and security and economic 

development enhanced. The paper reviews the relevance and importance of education to 

sustainable security and economic development and makes a case for a free society devoid of 

all forms of threats. Functional education that will create jobs for people and take them away 

from the streets is highly recommended as a panacea for sustainable security and economic 

growth of the nation.  
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Introduction 

    Interest in education is on the uphill as the pupil population continuous to grow and 

government is convinced that education is the ladder for sustainable security and economic 

development. Education is the source of knowledge and a basis for reformation of citizens for 

all round development. Nigeria education system is controlled by the three tiers of 

government: Federal, State and Local government. While the Federal government caters for 

tertiary education and unity schools, the state government controls both the secondary and 

tertiary institutions, while the local government takes care of the primary education. 

In this regard, all tiers of government work together to provide education that is the 

bedrock of the overall development of the country. To this end, attention has to some level 

being paid to financial allocation to education, though inadequate some achievements have 

being made. More primary, secondary and tertiary institutions have been established, built 

and renovated to cater for the teeming youth of school age who must be groomed through 

education, if the country is ready to secure the polity and develop economically. 

Government policy allowing private participation has greatly boosted the provision of 

education. Private institutions are being established, thus making acquisition of education 

easier at all levels as the problem of limited space in the existing schools is eliminated. All 

that government must place cautions about is to set and maintain standard in the established 

schools to improve quality and keep the standards high. 

Revitalizing education for sustainable security and economic development is the way 

to go as education is placed properly in the scheme of things. That is to say, priority should 

be given to not only quantity education but quality, and an education that will make every 

person functional. This therefore demands for a curriculum that might focused on providing 

for education that makes everyone self reliant. Federal Republic of Nigeria (2013) 

emphasizes the acquisition of functional skills and competencies necessary for self-reliance. 
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Even though, there may be stiff challenges towards achieving the effort at revitalizing 

education for sustainable security and economic development, determined attempts and 

proper planning, adequate financing of education and properly trained manpower in skills 

acquisition can break the jinx. 

 

Concept of Education 

Education is a concept that has been defined by an individual’s perception and 

context, but with target on teaching and learning or making someone enlightened or 

knowledgeable. The fact is the need that, everybody has embraced education for his personal 

and societal gain. Onyido and Odum (2014) attest that education is a veritable tool for the 

generation of knowledge and development of human capital. And that, it is also 

acknowledged as the building block of social and economic reconstruction. Ukeje in 

Akpomedaye (2010) defines education from three dimensions of process, product and 

discipline. He explains the process as dealing with the transmission, presentation, 

development and advancement of people’s culture. As a product, it refers to the outcome 

from the process of education. And as a discipline, it is seen as a body of knowledge such as 

what are those to be taught and learn? Why it is worthy to be taught? What ways should be 

taught? What group or category of people should be taught? 

According to Maduewesi and Maduewesi (2013) education should be seen as a means 

and ways of developing the arrays and habits necessary for proper economic development as 

well as integration as a member of the society. Education can be seen as a process of 

developing someone to fulfill his aim by exercising the faculties to the fullest extent as a 

member of the society. 

Government Policies on Education 

Since the introduction of Western Education in Nigeria, concerted effort has been 

made to put emphasis on providing education that will not only benefit the individual but the 

society. Education is the fulcrum of the nation in attaining sustainable security and economic 

development. An enlightened society has all it takes to be more secured and economically 

developed. It is the quality and quantity of education provided for the people in the society 

that a nation is rated as developed. 

Education started receiving attention from Colonial government by the enactment of 

the 1882 education Ordinance. Uno (2014) the trend continued to independence in 1960 and 

by 1969 Curriculum Conference aimed at reforming education to meet the dire needs of the 

Nigerian cultural values that will re-orientate our psyche towards national integration and 

unity as well as security and economic development. This culminated into the National Policy 

on Education document that has charted the course of the Nigeria education system. 

Federal Republic of Nigeria (2013) states the goals of education in Nigeria as: 

development of individual into a morally sound, patriotic and effective citizen; total 

integration of the individual into the immediate community, the society and the world; 

provision of equal access to qualitative educational opportunities for all citizens at all levels 

of education, within and outside formal school system; inculcation of national consciousness, 

values and national unity; and development of appropriate skills, mental, physical and social 

abilities and competencies to empower the individual to live and contribute positively to the 

society. 
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The emphasis of the policy on education is principally focused on development of 

people that love their nation and are ready to defend it, live freely with all members of the 

society, make national unity a key point in their lives, and as well acquire skills, mental and 

physical that makes an individual to be classified useful to himself and the society. The 

policy on education can achieve sustainable security and economic development, if much 

attention is paid to diligent implementation. 

 

The state of Education 

The state of education is neither good nor bad, but average to say the least. Despite 

the lofty goals set to improve the quality of education in the country, not much has been 

achieved so far. Obi (2010) argues that, education is the back bone for the accelerated 

development needed by this country in this millennium. His emphasis is on the education that 

provides permanent literacy and equips individuals with skills for the world of work. FRN 

(2013) emphasizes the specific goals of education to ensure the quality of education delivery 

at all levels and promote functional education for skills acquisition, job creation and poverty 

reduction. 

It is an unarguable fact that education is facing serious challenges that have made 

sustainable security and economic development a daunting task. Adamu (2018) describes the 

state of Nigerian education by stating that, it is no longer news that the Nigerian education 

system due to an unwholesome combination of neglect and mismanagement have fallen over 

the years into a squalid state of disrepair. It is also not a so surprising truth and even more 

that if achievement of peace, stability and development is one of the cardinal objective of the 

Nigeria State at present time, its school curriculum are ill-equipped to drive the nation 

towards that goal. 

The traditional challenges that have posed set back to the education system have 

continued to plague it. The inadequate allocation of funds, manpower, instructional and 

physical facilities still persists unabated. Apart from the traditional/problems of the education 

system, Hamidu and Audu (2017) aver that insecurity in the nation occasioned by Boko 

Haram’s insurgency in the North-Eastern part of Nigeria is however, the current monumental 

threat to Nigeria educational system, particularly in Northern Nigeria. Cases of abduction of 

students and staff of boarding schools and killing of staff and students have increase and 

many states are affected. The levity with which education is handled, it will be extremely 

difficult to use it as a tool for sustainable security and economic development. The sense is 

that, it is not producing the right caliber of people that will add value to the society and work 

for the security and economic development as it were. 

 

Problems of Sustainable Security and Economic Development 

A nation needs to be secure to achieve economic development, which is wealth 

creation for the benefit of the citizens. The constitution of Nigeria emphasizes the protection 

of lives and property as the cardinal aim of government. In a state of insecurity where the 

lives of the people are in danger, there can never be stability and growth. Stating the causes 

of insecurity, Ugbegili (2018) opines that, unemployment, corruption, imbalance, weak 

judiciary system, open borders of Nigeria, high influx of arms into Nigeria, intake of 
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narcotics, slavery in Nigeria, criminal situation in Nigeria and terrorism threaten the security 

and economic development of Nigeria. 

Apart from the war years between 1967 -1970, the country had witnessed relative 

peace, economic growth because of the improved security in the Niger-Delta region and 

increase oil production, the main stay of Nigeria economy. The return to democracy in 1999 

brought strange and dangerous politics of “do or die” affair, thuggery and romance of guns on 

humanity. Ugbegili (2018) avers that thugs who became idle after elections had no other job 

but found one in the militancy, which eventually metamorphosed into bombing of oil 

installations and kidnapping of foreign oil workers for ransom. The insecurity situation in the 

Niger Delta region nearly crumbled the nation’s economy. 

The nation is on the precipice because the threat experienced today has overwhelmed 

even the security agents charged with the responsibility to secure the nation for citizens to 

move freely and do their business. A nation free from security threat will experience 

educational growth, economic development and the society will prosper. Every nation desires 

to become an economic giant with improved standard of living, health, security, well being 

and academic excellence. 

Educational revitalization is the key factor to change the security situation to path of 

economic development; if it is tailored toward producing functional people who will be self-

reliant. Functional education is aimed at training individuals with the capacity to develop 

their potentials to the fullest and consequently be able to contribute maximally to the 

development of the society. The quality of graduates under the present system emphasizes 

more on preparing people for office work. And because of lack of vacancies, many are out of 

work and majority have become nuisance and a threat to the society. 

 

The Way Forward 

Education remains the only platform for sustainable security and economic 

development. In this regard, the nation has conceptualized and produced a document called 

the National Policy on Education as a pathway to achieve a secure and developed society. 

This can happen when the citizens become more literate and enlightened to appreciate and 

love their country instead of seeking to destroy it. 

According to FRN (2013), the emphasis should be the development of appropriate 

skills, mental, physical and social abilities and competences to empower the individual to live 

in and contribute positively to the society. In other words, attention should be paid on training 

people to be functional and fully engaged and seek to live in a secure and economically 

developed society. 

Revitalizing education to achieve sustainable security and economic development, the 

education environment must be upgraded to enhance performance in teaching and learning. 

Adequate infrastructural facilities have to be provided to enhance the young children to learn. 

Lawani (2006) agreed that the physical environment of the classroom should be pleasant and 

conducive such that learning will be aided. Kalu (2012) emphasized that a classroom where 

students gather and spend most of their time in the course of their educational pursuit is more 

likely to have a social friendly climate. 

Adequate funding of education is a key factor for educational improvement in both 

quality and quantity and other related matters concerning education whether infrastructural 
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facilities, instructional materials, personnel training and development among others. FRN 

(2013) section 10 (153) categorically stated that education is an expensive social service and 

requires adequate financial provision from all tiers of government for successful 

implementation of education programmes. It is up to the government to honour the provision 

of the National Policy on Education and provide adequately for the education of the youth 

who are leaders of tomorrow that need to be well trained and equipped for a peaceful society. 

There should be adequate manpower provided for the institutions to encourage learning. The 

need for trained teachers and other personnel in the education sector in Nigeria cannot be 

overemphasized. Lawani (2006) advocated for effective teaching and learning and 

programmes aimed at improving the academic and pedagogical preparation of primary school 

teachers are put in place. There should also be opportunities for professional advancement 

and incentives for good performance. In addition, teachers should be allocated subjects base 

on specialization as in the secondary school. 

Technical skill acquisition for all students in the institutions in Nigeria is advocated to 

make the youth gainfully engaged after graduation. Okebukola (2017) argued that technical 

and vocational skills programmes that are oriented towards teaching traditional skills, are not 

necessarily linked to market needs and do not place the graduate at competitive advantage 

with their university counterparts. He called for the reformation of the curriculum that will 

make the students competitive in the labour market. 

Sustainable security and economic development cannot be totally separate because, 

economic development can only be achieved if the society is secured. A nation can only 

create wealth for the benefit of the people in a secure environment which can only be attained 

by a revitalized education. According to Ugbamadu & Obunadeke (2014), education helps 

stakeholders to think wisely and come out with workable ideas that can be implemented to 

achieve economic development. The workable ideas have led to training of skilled work force 

by the National Directorate of Employment and others through apprenticeship that have made 

many self employed and thereby becoming more economically secure. This can be 

complemented by other agencies and replicated to take greater number of youth off the street. 

Aghamadu & Obunadike (2014) posit that, youth development and empowerment are 

vital stages in life for building the human capital allows young people to avoid poverty and 

live better and possibly have a better and fulfilled life. 

Conclusion 

Education develops the individual in skills and knowledge and makes him functional 

and can contribute effectively to his society. The concerned is more about the economic 

development and the security of the society in which he earns his living. This takes the 

individual away from all forms of threats and thus guaranteeing wealth creation to raise the 

living standards of the people. 

Recommendations 

1. Government should ensure education is adequately funded and loopholes blocked to 

prevent mismanagement. 

2. Priority should be given to functional education for citizens to acquire skills that will 

make him to be self-reliant and gainfully employed. 

3. The national policy on education document should be implemented with greater 

vigour to achieve result. 
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4. Adult literacy classes should be opened and the illiterate and school dropout be 

encouraged to engage and become literate to better appreciate the policies of government. 

5. Skills acquisition centres should be opened in each local government to train youth in 

the skills of their choice. 
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